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Call to order 

Dr. Reter called to order the meeting of the Physician Services Council at 7:01 a.m. in the 

fourth floor board room of CGH Medical Center. 

The following members were present: Dr. Mir Alikhan, Dr. John Hahn, Dr. Jacob Hopping, Dr. 

Eric Kuhns, Dr. John Luckey, Dr. Eric Riley, Concha Sitter, Donna Cook, and Shane Brown.  

Others present were: Dr. William Bird and Dena Sharp. 

Welcome Dr. Hopping and Donna. 

Approval of Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting of December 14 were unanimously approved. 

Unfinished business 

A. Recruitment update 

Dr. Bello (Interventional Cardiology) started last month.  Jennifer Garriott, NP (Family 

Practice), is seeing patients in Rock Falls.  Dr. Etzler (Dermatology) starts in October.  Mia 

McDermott, NP, will transition from Hospitalist to Oncology at the end of January.  

Jordanna Devine, NP, will join Ready Care this year.  There are Pediatrics and 

Ophthalmology physician candidates visiting next month.  Dr. Sherid (Gastroenterology 

candidate) has accepted a position elsewhere.  The ENT candidate who visited in 

November may visit again.  Dr. Schmelzel has submitted his retirement date of 7/28/17, 

and Dr. Canady (General Surgery) arrives shortly thereafter.  Dr. Provow will 4/14/17.  The 

National GI conference is held in Chicago in May, and Shane and Kip hope to attend with 

Dr. Monteagudo or Dr. Friend. 

B. Culture of Caring – update 

Dr. Martin reported hospital and clinic sides are both evolving.   

C. Virtual Urgent Care – update 

Virtual Urgent Care will go live January 26.  Shane is still looking for 3-4 interested 

providers, and has received interest from two. 

New business 

A. Art therapy 

Dr. Hopping reported that Mackenzie Hopping will start a new art therapy program in the 

spring.  She will hold informational in-services for providers beginning January 23, and 

will also distribute flyers. 

B. Video conferencing in clinics 

Randy Davis and IT have been working on this project for some time, and is almost ready.  

It will be utilized first in Oncology. 

C. Clinics Operational updates 

Physical Therapy is considering seeing patients in Morrison, possibly by May. 



 

Dr. Hopping suggested a Pain Medicine specialist speak to providers about patient options, 

considering the ongoing narcotic issue. 

The primary care physician in Fulton is retiring, so Shane may look into that area again. 

More than 40 physicians have not updated their CPR, and this needs to be done as soon as 

possible.  Council members agreed more pressure on the physicians is necessary, and feel it 

would be beneficial to offer classes to several physicians at a time, rather than online. 

Dr. Alkhalaf (Infectious Disease) would like a few hours every other week to see patients 

in the Clinic. 

Dr. Ibarra will offer plasma rich platelet injections soon.  Council members agreed he 

should hold educational in-services for providers. 

D. New clinic in Rock Falls 

The current building is leased and in poor shape.  CGH is looking to construct a building to 

house 6-8 providers in the next couple years.   

 

 

 

Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 8:02 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

Minutes submitted by: Dena Sharp, Physician Services Assistant 

 

Minutes approved by:  Jason Reter, D.O. 


